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STANDING ORDER

A copy of this notice shall be served upon each adverse party by Plaintiff or Plaintiff’s counsel at the
time service is perfected upon the adverse party.

1

All parties in contested civil and domestic relations actions in the Superior Courts of the
Chattahoochee Judicial Circuit shall participate in mediation prior to a final hearing on the matter,
except in actions for legitimation, annulment, paternity or termination of parental rights actions,
forfeiture of bonds, declaratory relief, child support enforcement, civil or criminal contempt,
validation of bonds or for cases filed under the Family Violence Act (O.C.G.A. §19-13-1, et. seq.)
or in habeas corpus and extraordinary writs.

Prior to the final hearing, the parties through counsel shall certify in writing that the parties have
participated in mediation.

In accordance with O.C.G.A. §15-23-10, the Plaintiff or Plaintiff’s attorney if represented, shall be
responsible for presenting an order for mediation to a Superior Court Judge within thirty (30) days
after the last date for filing responsive pleadings. For good cause, a party may move, within twenty
(20) days after the order of referral, to dispense with or defer mediation. The mediation order shall
be filed promptly with (1) the Clerk of the Superior Court and (2) the Office of Dispute Resolution
with a completed ADR Referral Form.

All parties in Domestic Relations actions, as defined by O.C.G.A. Section 19-1-1, and their agents,
servants, employees and all other persons acting in concert with such parties are hereby enjoined
and restrained from doing or attempting to do, or threatening to do any act injuring, maltreating,
vilifying, molesting, or harassing the adverse party or the child(ren) of the parties. Each party is
hereby enjoined and restrained from selling, encumbering, trading, contracting to sell, or otherwise
disposing or removing from the jurisdiction of the court any of the property belonging to the parties
except in the ordinary course of business. When divorce cases are filed, the filing party or his or
her attorney will attach copies of this Standing Order to the original and service copies of the
original pleadings.

All parties in Domestic Relations actions, as defined by O.C.G.A. Section 19-1-1, and their agents,
servants, employees and all other persons acting in concert with such parties are hereby enjoined
and restrained from unilaterally causing or permitting the minor child or children of the parties to
be removed from the jurisdiction of the court without the permission of the court, except in an
emergency which has been created by the other party to the action.






